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President report 

 

2017 has been a busy and successful year for the Sub Branch, however, as in most years, only a 

few members have been doing all the work. While membership has slowly grown in recent 

years, participation has not. Monthly meetings are attended by usually about 18 members which 

is only 7 per cent of our membership. Only about 25 members and a few wives have regularly 

assisted in welfare and fundraising activities, but the dedication of those few has been outstand-

ing. 

Each Monday the pensions, advocacy, and welfare services group get together, with other ac-

tively interested members, make phone calls to veterans to check on their welfare, and plan wel-

fare support and other activities. 

The welfare team has been boosted this year by the dedicated work of two younger lady veter-

ans who injected a lot of enthusiasm into the team, and we would love to have more younger 

members come along and add their support. 

Thursday raffles have done very well this and income in 2017 will beat previous records. Anzac 

Day and Remembrance Day merchandise sales have been strong, and with grants that we have 

received the Sub Branch is in a sound financial position 

The Transport Team have continued their outstanding work in delivering veterans and the com-

munity to medical appointments, on shopping centre visits, and sightseeing excursions designed 

to reduce social isolation. With the opening of the new medical facilities at Kawana, and more 

medical specialists moving there, the workload for our driving team has increased. 

The Cooroy RSL Citizens Club gave the Sub Branch additional office space this year which has 

allowed the Sub Branch to have more secure storage, room for small meetings, and space to car-

ry out private interviews with clients needing pension or welfare assistance. 

The first meeting for 2018 will be the Annual General Meeting on Sunday 4th February at 0900. 

I encourage all members to attend the AGM and then the first monthly meeting that will follow. 

Elections will take place for the positions of President, Secretary and Treasurer that normally 

take place on a three-year rotation, and also the annual elections for Memorabilia and Property 

Officer; Fundraising and Marketing Officer; Welfare Officer; Hospital Of-

ficer; Community Bus Officer; and Commemorations Officer. 

I thank all those members, and their families, who have put in so much time  

and effort into achieving the objects of the RSL in 2017, and wish  

all Sub Branch  

members a Merry Christmas and a happy and healthy 2018. 

 

Ian Whisker, President 
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Editorial:  I understand it’s a scientific fact that time is speeding up due to the curve in light, which 

means that light  rays are reaching planet earth faster than they used to and thus the days are becoming 

shorter. Now I’m no scientist so please don’t ask me to explain further. While this variation is ever so small,   

I know, and I’m sure you do too, that it is getting more difficult to fit all I plan into each day (then maybe I’m 

just getting older.)  So with science and philosophy aside, can I say ‘ Where has the year gone?’.                  

However as I look over back issues of our newsletters I realise that our sub branch has managed to cram an 

awful lot of events into one year. Thank you to everyone who has contributed in any way. As you read 

through this issue you will realize that our sub branch continues to grow in numbers, and involvement  in the 

sub branch has also increased. I’ve got just one more thing to say….. 

I hope you have A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS and A HAPPY AND HEALTHY 2018.           John Diprose:Editor 

 

RSL/Salvation Army Homelessness Initiative 

RSL Queensland has launched a homelessness pro-

gramme designed to support members of the Military 

Family (current and former ADF members and their de-

pendants) who are homeless, at risk of becoming home-

less, or living in circumstances which are detrimental to 

their wellbeing. To facilitate effective delivery of this 

programme through both volunteer (PAWS) and Veter-

an Services networks, three significant elements have 

been included.  

• A partnership has been formed with the Salvation 

Army (TSA), to provide short term emergency ac-

commodation, transition to appropriate long term 

self-managed accommodation, associated welfare 

support, and case management of a long term 

plan developed for/with the member. 

• Welfare procedures have been modified to em-

power Sub Branches and Districts to respond 

promptly to urgent  accommodation and other 

welfare needs; until such time as more structured 

welfare (including accommodation) support can 

be put in place.  

• Additional funds have been provided under the 

respective District and State Welfare Funds, to 

ensure that no  member  of the Military Family  

goes without appropriate support for accommo-

dation and other welfare needs; due to the inabil-

ity of an individual Sub Branch to fund support. 

The Cooroy Pomona RSL Sub Branch is aware of this 

initiative and is currently putting in place structures 

to fulfil any requests for assistance that  we may 

receive. 

If you’ve been keeping up to date with news broad-

casts recently you would be aware that homeless-

ness has become a major problem everywhere. Ris-

ing costs of electricity, rates,water,rental/mortgage 

repayments, food & clothing, place many families in 

a very vulnerable position, and all too often family 

relationships suffer as a result. 

It is not right that military personnel who have put 

their lives on the line and some are still doing so 

should be put in a position of vulnerability. 

As ex-service people ourselves we need to be 

aware of those at risk  and help our mates when 

they are in need. 

If you become aware of serving or ex-service per-

sonnel in such a position  would you please refer 

them to one of our PAWS team and we will assess 

the needs and point them in the right direction to 

receive the necessary help.                     John Diprose 

John Simmons would normally write this page 

but as we format this newsletter he is in hospital 

 incapacitated. I’m sure you all join me in wishing  

John a full & speedy recovery. 
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REMEMBRANCE DAY 2017 

Over 100 people of a wide age range gathered  at the Cenotaph 

to commemorate not only those from the first World War but al-

so those who gave their lives in all conflicts right through to serv-

ing members in Afghanistan today.  

Sub Branch President Ian Whisker gave a comprehensive address  

highlighting the volume of Australians who served  and fell, those 

who returned injured, and the nurses and women’s Australian 

military services. 

The photos above depict  setting up for the day, some of the 

crowd attending, the  High School students laying a wreath, and 

senior veterans. 

As usual there was strong support from the community including 

all the schools who these days conduct there own commemora-

tions.                Thank you to all our supporters. 
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Membership Report 

We would appreciate members renewing their 

membership for 2018, to do so by the 28
th
 of 

February 2018. 

After that date the R & SL require us to renew 

your membership which requires a new member-

ship application form plus service details to be re

-submitted to state. 

Our members live close, far and wide and you 

may be interested in the details. 

Cooroy and Environs   50% 

Pomona, Cooran and Environs  20% 

Coast      10% 

Eumundi and Environs     8% 

Tuchekoi, Gympie and Environs   6% 

Way Away       6% 

We estimate 78% (210 members) are within easy 

reaching distance of our club in Cooroy. 

The good news about our members is that our 

younger members in 2017 increased by 3% (the 

strongest growth area).  We seek your help to 

continue this trend in the years ahead. 

So please, if you know any Ex-Service men or 

women or those still serving, introduce them to 

us.  

A poem for Christmas and May your 

Christmas be a happy and healthy one 

“Oh the comfort – the inexpressi-

ble comfort of feeling safe with a 

person of neither having to weigh 

thought nor measure words 

But pour them out just as they 

are grain and chaff together, 

knowing that a faithful hand will 

take and sift them. 

Keep what is worth keeping and 

then, with a breath of kindness 

blow the rest away”. 

The saying for this newsletter  

“You’ve got to play the hand 

you’ve been dealt” 

 

Greg Holmes  

Membership Officer 

The Returned & Services League of Australia Queensland Branch 

Cooroy-Pomona Sub Branch Inc. 

 

PLEASE TAKE NOTE; 

       The Sub Branch office will be closed  

            from Tuesday 19th December,  

     re-opening on Monday 15th January. 

              for any urgent matters  

          phone reception 5447 6131  

Due to unavailability of drivers  

the bus will not be running  

from 22nd December to 8th January. 

Thank you for your support in 2017 
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HOSPITAL HAPPENINGS 

Since the last newsletter the regular visits to  Eden Reha-

bilitation  Hospital & Kabara Aged Care Facility continue 

as normal.  The floating population at Eden gives a good 

insight into many of the many different forms of rehabili-

tation that people are going through.  This includes phys-

io for hip & knee replacements, shoulder reconstructions, 

speech therapy & stroke recovery. It could also include 

amputees who are having new limbs fitted  or update to 

their original artificial ones due to new technology. The 

conversations we have with these people are quite en-

lightening. All patients give glowing references about the 

level of care they receive. Any offers of help are gra-

ciously received with most stating that they are well 

looked after by their home organisations. 

Just the fact of a visit from us is enough to brighten their 

day especially if they are far from home, & friends  & 

family find it difficult to visit. 

Kabara presents an entirely different picture. As we have 

been visiting there for a number of years now  we get to 

know the residents quite well. There is a varying degree 

of ages & levels of healthiness. Some have dementia  

while others are as sharp as tacks. Our  visits & conversa-

tions are generally tailored to the level of the situation of 

the individual. When we get a big smile on our arrival we 

know that our visits are genuinely appreciated. The num-

ber of residents we see has grown considerably so we are 

regularly seeing 16 to 20 every visit. Even though a small 

Remembrance Day service was carried out at Kabara, a 

couple of veterans expressed an interest in attending the 

main service at the Cenotaph in Cooroy, so transport was 

duly arranged and they were picked up for the service & 

dropped off after attending the RSL for light refresh-

ments. Greatly appreciated by the veterans.  A Remem-

brance Day service was also conducted at Eden with a 

very good attendance.  

We also visit members in local hospitals. A lot of the 

time  we do not find out until after the patient has re-

turned home. So, if you are planning to have an extended 

stay in hospital please let the Welfare team know and we 

will endeavour to include you in our visits.The Monday 

morning ‘ring around’ is going well. A large majority of 

recipients look forward to being contacted every week & 

some lively conversations  are had. 

 

 Keeping them up to date with upcming vents and 

checking on their general wellbeing is the aim of 

this service.As this is the last newsletter before 

Christmas the  team & I would like to wish you all 

a very happy & safe Christmas & that all your 

dreams for the New Year are realized. 

 

Finally, a big Thank You to the 

team of Tricia, Sue Porter, 

Greg, Nick, Peter & John D, & 

everyone else who has helped 

out...for all their help & support 

during the year.  

Tony Kershaw 

TRANSPORT TOPICS 
Greetings fellow sub branch members, 

As this will be the last edition of your sub branch 

news for the year I will attempt to relay some 

facts from the Transport Section. Total distance 

travelled in both our vehicles 14718 kilometres, 

1369 passengers carried and 1730 volunteer driv-

er hours were totaled till the end of November on 

our normal schedule of activities. A word of ad-

vice for those people with medical appointments 

at the new University Hospital organize your 

transport requirements as soon as possible this 

will make it easier for the team to arrange drivers 

and vehicles for these visits. The NOOSA /

TEWANTIN and COOROY Christmas lights trip 

will be on again this year, the dates will be the 11 

and 12 December number of passengers 11 per 

trip if numbers dictate another trip will be done 

on the 13th, the bus will depart the club at 1815 

and return at about 2100. Home pickup will be 

available ( local area). 

On behalf of your driver team of Tony Kershaw, 

Robin Taylor, John Dillon and Jason Myatt we 

wish all our readers a very Merry Christmas and a 

safe and prosperous New Year. 

                                               

                                                  

 

                                            Denis Thompson 

                                        Transport Co Ordinator 
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WELFARE REPORT DECEMBER : 

As we come to the close of another successful year 

and look back on what we’ve achieved I say to the 

guys /gals from the welfare team (PAWS)  “ another 

job well done”.  

This included phone calls, home,  nursing home & 

hospitals visits, transporting vets/widows to hospitals 

for medical appointments & morning teas/bus trips.  

I trust that in saying all of this I haven't missed any-

one.  

To our good mate John Simmons, “we know you had a 

rough trip lately but hopefully you’ll be on the mend 

soon”. 

So there is only one thing left to do and that’s to wish 

you all a happy & safe Christmas. 

Don Scott JP 

Fun & Games for all who attended the November  

morning tea when we all played Back to School. 

Bus trip to  

Birds of  

Paradise 

October 
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Centrefold 

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS BUS TOUR 

See the sparkle of the Christmas lights  

in Noosa, Tewantin and Cooroy.  

Monday 11th & Tuesday 12th  

Tour time 6.30pm till 9pm  

Pick up & Drop off Cooroy RSL 

Seating limited to 11 passengers 
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Over the Hill     by Keary 
 
As I approached my 70th birthday 
I was feeling very forlorn. 
My mind was scared and anxious, 
my body seemed old and worn. 
But my family celebrated with me, 
we had the best time I can recall. 
We danced and sang and drank copious wines.... 
No need to fret at all ! 
 
But then I broke my front tooth 
and a dormant eye problem flared. 
My "wonky knee "had a spasm.... 
"Happy Birthday to me " I despaired. 
I called a friend of the same age, 
expecting some TLC 
But instead she espoused her excitement 
at reaching  seventy! 
 
"We're still here my friend" she continued 
"when so many we've known have passed. 
Be happy" she said "and be thankful 
for life can go very fast." 
She was right of course! 
And I know this is true... 
I have many places to go, 
and much left to do. 
My tooth is fixed, 
I have a new smile now. 
Both my vision and knee 
have improved somehow. 
I love my life, 
each day is a thrill. 
So when my eightieth comes, 
as I believe it will, 
I'll be happy and grateful 
to be "over the hill". 

Now’s the time to get your medals mounted, 

cleaned, re-ribboned and ready for ANZAC Day .  

Support local Sub Branch member Greg McGuire. 

A grenade thrown into  

a kitchen in France 

would result  

in Linoleum Blownapart. 

Same Men, Same Plane 
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Extract from a letter reads: 

Pretoria October 28, 1900 

They are sending home the Imperial volunteers and retaining us. Since the others 

left we have been remounted and have been on the warpath again.  

They mount us on Argentine Broncos while the English society ‘pets’ get beauti-

ful English and Australian horses. 

These Argentine Broncos have no heart, absolutely no brains, and are knocked 

up after a couple of days march. 

A man practically throws his life away to go into action on a Bronco and the 

Imperial government ought to be ashamed of themselves. 

New Memorial for Anzac Parade in Canberra 

More than a thousand visitors gathered in Canberra on 31 May this year to witness the dedication of a new-

ly completed National memorial on Anzac Parade , in memory of the Australian men and women involved in 

the Boer War from 1899—1902.  

The Boer War was Australia’s very first war, and now, for the very first time, there is a National Boer War 

memorial facing Anzac Parade in Canberra taking its place among memorials of all the other conflicts involv-

ing our nation. Four meticulously sculpted bronze statues—150% life size—depict Australian Mounted 

troopers riding the African Veldt, whilst copper wall panels show extracts from letters written by one of the 

23,000 Australians who served in the Boer War.  Further viewing can be seen on www.bwm.org.au 

 The Boer War Memorial 

 

Embarking at Pinkenba WW1  

The 2nd Light Horse Regiment was raised in 

Enoggera on 18 August 1914. It recruits came 

mainly from Queensland, with strong representa-

tion from the Wide Bay District. 

 Photo depicts members of the 2nd Light Horse 

embarking in Brisbane on 25 September 1914.  
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Jesse Goldfinch BClinExSc ESSAM AEP Exercise Physiologist  

Contact number: Phone  5441 3850  Mobile: 0487 296 565 

Web site: www.myep.com.au 

 

 

Christmas in Cooroy Parade … know anyone here? 
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The lighting of 

the Christmas 

Tree on Friday 

2nd and the Pa-

rade on Saturday 

3rd Dec. were en-

joyed by the 

good crowds who 

attended. 

. 



 


